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SOVIET SAYS TROOPS |

ARETOADVISE CUBA;
DENIES COMBAT &

Dobrynin's Position Is Said
' to Differ From Editorial .
l Carﬁgdjhf,?riavdé} .
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- ByBERNARD GWERTZMAN-
R Specialto’l‘heNewYc:k.Tm .
WASHINGTON, . Sept.:"10""==- United-
States statements that there-is a Soviet
combat brigade in Cuba were rejected as
“‘totally groundless’ by Pravda today;
hours after a meeting during which See-:
retary of State Cyrus R. Vance and the.
Soviet Ambassador began a search fora
diplomatic solution to the situation. -

Pravda, the Soviet Communist Party’s.
oificial organ, published an editorial say- .
ling all Soviet military personnel in Cuba:
! were advisers amd that there. were no.
, combat units there. The State- Depart-.
‘ ment stood by its contention that 2,000 to-

3,000 Soviet combat troops had recently-
-beendiscoveredinCuba. "' . - nF i

.. | Saviet Union in sharp disagreement with

Ul - Pravda maintained that ail Soviet mili-

1
i
i
i
. i
.’
|
]
. i
: A

OLE

Reroppey

{ - “The question of the Soviet unitinCuba -
.is under discussion in dipiomatic_ chan-
inels,” a- State Department spokesman
|said, *“and we will make no comment on

::-Vance -Voices U.S. Concern /¢ =
+-“As to the editorial in Pravdarit is not -
ia helpful contribution to the resolittion of
‘the problem,™. the: spokesman. said.-
“There will be no further comment.’” 5.
.. -Details of the Vance-Dobrynin. taik
; were not immediately available, but offi--
i cials said Mr. Vance repeated the United”,
i States concern over the newl discovered’
brigade. i afic Gl A s R
" Pravda; the most authoritative Soviet=
newspaper, usually speaks for the Soviet -
leadership. Itz editorial seemed toput the

the United States over th
forces int Cuba. - E IR T
- It also seemed. to complicate the Ad-
ministration’s hope for a diplomatic solu-
..tion and eventual passage of the strategic
arms limitation treaty now. being debated
in the Senate.: : S

e status of Soviet-

"**For 17 years there has existed in Cuba
atraining center at which Soviet military
personnel have helped Cuban servitemen
master Soviet military equipment that is
used by the Cuban-Army,”” Pravda said in*:
a lengthy frontpage editorial. that was:’
later distributed by the"press-agency:*
Tass.‘Neither the nunber nor the func—
tions of. the Soviet'-personnel<: have';
changed throughout all these years: Al
contentions about the arrival in Cuba‘of: 4

| tary personnel inr Cuba have been there -
" solely as a training unit, whilé the United .

" 2,000-man training mission
* 2,000 to 3,000 combat trodps. . ... ¥
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confirmed the presence of a Soviet comfi"
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.. Ibe staterients- have led to demands
"from key senators for a linkage between
the remgval of the troops and the passage

[organized- combat: units’; totally:
groundless. £, 5% 32 e in B N
* "~ Poor Coordination in Moscow-
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Well-placed . Administration: ! offici:
said that Ambassador Anatoly F. Dobry-:
nin, in a two-hour conversation with Mr.:
Vance, did not.follow the line-voiced by; |
Pravda. This led-to the possibility that ;
the Soviet Union-was following a.*‘two. -

- track”” policy onthat thére was poor coor-~.
dination by Soviet officials..: iz 2347 A

. American officials sought’ to- avoid-a:

confrontation over’ the: Pravda: articlé?

and drew" a~ distinction.:between “the |

Pravda.deniat

talke o ooinanye s

215 It is absol

.+ -situation seems -to have become. more
_ complicated, in that both
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of thearmspact.- .~
-Pravda said .the Ad

3% ininistraitipxii in
-stead of “cutting sho

A rt” the-campaign Party, and is now the dean of the diplo.
‘about ‘the Soviet. combat: troops, had| ‘matic corps in Washington, having bzen
Jfannedit. %57 e ey ~i i . stationed here since March 1962, . .o -

utely clear,” Pravda saiq,
. ‘that either by its size or functions, thel

Soviet military personnel in Cuba do not
-present and cannot present any threat to
“ the United States.r <50y "L
-3 Until today; the Soviet
silent about the-reports of
‘gade, This had encouraged some-Admin-,
‘istration officials to believe that a- solu.
tion could be worked cut quietly. Now, the

E

Union had been
the combat bri-

4 . Countries’ pres-|
- tige could be involved. ¥4 =5 us 5, .zl_c‘i:;:‘..i.'l
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Russianstodo. .

. anofficial said, was the reason the {roops

. paper: stories .raising the question of
. American forces at the Gu

States insists that in addition toa 1,500-to- *
- .~ there. arel,-and Adm: Stansfield Turner; the Directort

;of Cenizal Intelligenc Participants said
Mr. Vanceurged %Ee senators to give him

Tt

Tigace of artillery, armored and in- it} v
- ington last night after-a vacaticn in the
|=Soviet Union that-was.extended by his fa-
Jther’sdeath, isthe hi

-ing Central Co
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quiet diplomacy, had ordered that no:*
comment be issued about his meeting
with Mr. Dobrynin, except to say that
they would meet again tomorrow or
Wednesday. Mr. Dobrynin entered and
leit the State Department through its ga-
rage, avoiding reporters. S
The Administration has said it would
not be satisfied with maintaining the cur-
rent status of the troops in Cuba, but it
has avoided saying what it wanted the

] Desire to Avoid Ultimatum -~ - -

Mr. Carter, Mr. Vance and Zbigniew
Brzezinski,, the President’s national se-
curity adviser, are said to-want to avoid
-seemning: to issue. an ultimatum to the
-Soviet Union on an issue that, they agree,
does not directly threaten United States
TSeCUritY. Ll i Sy Thig i

Rather, the- hope is ‘that: quiet dipio-
macy can persuade the Soviet Union to
move to defuse the situation, either by
removing- the force, turning jts ‘equip-
ment over to the Cubans, or issuingan ac.
ceptable -clarification. of " the brigade’s

mission.: e - - et D e LT
Among the subjects discussed today,

were in Cuba..There has been consider.
.able speculatiom.in Washington on their
Tole. The leading theory has been that
they were sent as a security shield for
President Fidel Castro, perhaps as long
ago as the 1960's. There has also been
speculation that the force was there to
protect Soviet inteiligence-gathering fa-
cilities, - . L Ceme e

Until today, the.only response from
Moscow was indirects some minor news.

‘titis morning,
ces’ Committee
on by Mr. Vance

the Senate Armed Servi
*was briefed ont the situati

me to carry out his diplomatic assign-
ment with a'minimum of public pressure
orultimatums, 7% 250 L, s T

Wash.

ghest-ranking Soviet
‘ed in discussians over

l”"d’;.'u in 3 P
mber of the. policy-mak-
mmittee of the Communist

official to be invol
zthe brigade.. %7
.He is a full me;
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- Ironically, the veteran envoy was also
involved in the negotiations surrounding
the Cuban missile crisis of October 1962,
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